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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

PROJECT 

Participant: Lábatlan Város Önkormányzata - Lábatlan 

PIC number:  893108101 

Project name and acronym:  
2 évtizedes testvérvárosi kapcsolat – 2 decades of 
town twinning (2 decades) 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: 1 

Event name: City Days and Town Twinning 2025  

Type: public event  

In situ/online: in-situ 

Location: Hungary – the municipality of Lábatlan 

Date(s): 7th – 9th of September 2025 

Website(s) (if any): https://www.labatlan.hu/palyazatok/#2-decades 

Participants 

Female: 202 

Male: 132 

Non-binary: 0 

From country 1 [Hungary]: Lábatlan: 167 people (108 female, 59 male) 

From country 2 [Slovakia]: Kravany and Dunajom: 159 people (92 female, 67 male) 

From country 3 [Austria]: Rechnitz: 8 people (2 female, 6 male) 

Total number of participants: 334 From total number of countries: 3 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

From 5 to 7 September 2025, the Municipality of Lábatlan organised a three-day international town-
twinning event. The gathering welcomed delegations from the partner municipalities of Rechnitz 
(Austria) and Kravany nad Dunajom (Slovakia), revitalising long-standing cooperation and 
strengthening cross-border relations along the Danube. The aim of the event was to reinforce 
community cohesion, encourage civic engagement and deepen citizens’ awareness of shared 
European values through public discussions, cultural activities and community interaction. 

The programme opened at the Danube Podium, where Mayor Péter Teller welcomed the delegations 
and outlined the objectives of the project, linking them to the wider goals of the CERV Programme. He 
emphasised that the weekend aimed to celebrate two decades of partnership, explore new fields of 
cooperation and encourage residents to reflect on Europe, cultural identity and community 
development. A Europe Direct representative operated an information stand, providing guidance on 
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EU opportunities, mobility, citizenship and rights, complemented by age-appropriate materials for 
children and adults alike. An interactive EU-themed workshop was also organised, where children 
creatively engaged with European symbols. The opening continued with a council meeting at the 
Gerenday Community House, where delegations shared experiences, reviewed previous cooperation 
and discussed prospects for future joint initiatives. The afternoon concluded with the inauguration of a 
photography exhibition featuring the collaborative work of photographers from Lábatlan and Rechnitz, 
symbolising shared cultural curiosity and artistic partnership. As the evening progressed, the 
traditional Wine Promenade in the Gerenday Garden offered an informal and convivial setting for 
dialogue, where local wine producers and winemakers from Kravany nad Dunajom and Rechnitz 
presented their selections. Regional pastries prepared by the Hölgyek Lábatlanért Klub added to the 
welcoming atmosphere, which carried seamlessly into a shared community dinner accompanied by 
light musical entertainment. 

Saturday offered the most diverse range of activities. The day began with an international public forum 
held at the Danube Podium and moderated by health and communication expert András Győrfi, 
Deputy Mayor Dr. Balázs Gubody and psychologist Annamária Botošová. Participants reflected on the 
psychological effects of war and insecurity, the importance of solidarity and volunteering, the role of 
equality and inclusion in shaping Europe’s future, and practical strategies for protecting mental well-
being in everyday life. The discussions also addressed the significance of knowledge, digital and 
green technology skills, environmental responsibility, and the contribution citizens can make to climate 
protection and biodiversity preservation. In parallel, the Lábatlani Sirályok Water Sports Club held a 
kayak-canoe demonstration on the Danube, where participants from all three municipalities learned 
about water sports techniques and equipment before experiencing the sport firsthand. In the early 
afternoon, one of the artistic highlights of the event took place as fifty dancers from Lábatlan, Kravany 
nad Dunajom and Rechnitz performed a jointly prepared choreography on the outdoor stage after 
weeks of coordinated online rehearsals. Their performance was met with great enthusiasm and stood 
as a strong symbol of intercultural cooperation. 

Cultural and community life continued at the Danube riverside cooking competition, where local teams 
and delegations competed with pumpkin-themed dishes, demonstrating local traditions, creativity and 
friendly rivalry. Children participated in a wide variety of playful learning activities in the interactive 
fairytale village, tried traditional crafts such as pottery, woodcarving, weaving and animal care, and 
enjoyed inflatable attractions and a sightseeing mini-train that introduced them to Lábatlan’s local 
heritage. Evening concerts featuring Kingfishers and W. Renaatoo provided entertainment for young 
people and adults before the day concluded with the Town Twinning festivities, a lively community 
dance accompanied by the Stöcker Melody band. 

The final day offered a more reflective atmosphere through an international forum moderated by 
László Kuthy, where participants examined the experiences of EU membership from municipal and 
individual perspectives. The discussion addressed the unity of the EU, challenges posed by 
euroscepticism, the sustainability of EU-funded projects, the functioning of civil organisations across 
borders, and the need for solidarity and cooperation in times of geopolitical uncertainty. An 
anonymous “opinion box” allowed citizens to submit written reflections, which were later discussed 
collectively. Recurring themes included concerns about peace and security, requests for greater 
support for young people in rural areas, interest in more accessible EU opportunities and a strong 
desire for more frequent cross-border events that strengthen personal relationships and local identity. 
Families then gathered at the Danube riverside for cultural and children’s programmes, including a 
concert by the Csurgó ensemble and an engaging giant-bubble show that created a cheerful closing 
atmosphere. 

As the event drew to a close, delegates expressed deep appreciation for the quality, diversity and 
meaningful content of the programme, reaffirming their intention to continue cooperation, develop 
further cultural exchanges and explore new EU-funded projects. The three-day event attracted a large 
number of residents, demonstrating significant public interest in international cooperation, cultural 
heritage and discussions on Europe. Through its inclusive, intergenerational and multicultural 
approach, the Lábatlan Town Twinning 2025 event successfully fulfilled its objectives: it strengthened 
long-standing partnerships, reinforced community cohesion, supported civic participation and 
deepened citizens’ connection to European values and identity. Overall, more than 1500 people 
visited the event. 
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